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The Art of Communicating  

Thich Nhat Hanh | Summary | Master the Art of 

Mindful Communication 

 
 
"The Art of Communicating," argues that mindful communication is the key 
to a life of peace and happiness. It emphasizes the importance of being 
present in the moment, both when speaking and listening, and suggests that 
mindful breathing and walking are crucial practices for cultivating this 
awareness. The text proposes a framework for improving communication 
through the practice of "loving speech" and "deep listening," advocating for 
understanding and compassion as the foundation of true connection. It 
explores the power of mindful presence in personal and professional 
relationships, offering guidance on how to transform suffering and build 
healthier, more fulfilling interactions. 
 
 
Main Themes 

 

1. Mindful Communication: This book emphasizes the importance of 
approaching communication with awareness and compassion, recognizing 
that our words and actions can be nourishing or toxic. 
 

2. Deep Listening: The author highlights the power of listening with the sole 
intention of helping the speaker suffer less. This practice cultivates 
understanding and compassion, leading to stronger relationships and 
personal healing. 
 
 

3. Loving Speech: The book introduces six mantras designed to guide 
communication towards greater love, understanding, and happiness in 
personal relationships and communities. 
 

4. Karma & Continuation: Hanh explores the idea that our communications 
extend beyond our physical presence, shaping the world and leaving lasting 
impacts. He encourages readers to be mindful of their actions and speech, 
recognizing their influence on the future. 
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Important Ideas and Facts 
 
Chapter 1: Essential Food 

• Everything we consume, including conversations, can be nourishing or 
toxic. "The conversations going on around us, and those we participate in, 
are also food. Are we consuming and creating the kind of food that is 
healthy for us and helps us grow?" 

• Mindfulness acts as a protective skin, helping us discern healthy 
communication from harmful. "Mindfulness is our skin. Without 
mindfulness, we may take in things that are toxic to our body and mind."  

• Written communication, like emails and letters, can be a form of 
nourishment. "If you can write a letter that’s full of understanding and 
compassion, then during the time of writing that letter you will nourish 
yourself." 

• Mindful breathing is a form of communication that connects us to the 
present moment and allows us to recognize our emotions. "Focusing on the 
breath, we notice what we’re feeling in the present moment."  

Chapter 2: Communicating with Yourself 

• True communication with oneself requires silencing the internal chatter 
and practicing non-thinking and non-talking. "To communicate with 
ourselves, we need to practice non-thinking and nontalking." 

• Mindful walking and sitting practices promote awareness and connection 
with the body, leading to inner peace and a deeper understanding of 
oneself. "When you take a step with full awareness that you are taking a step 
on the ground and the earth, there is no distinction between body and 
mind." 

• Acknowledging and embracing difficult emotions like fear, anger, and 
anxiety with mindfulness is an act of self-compassion. "These feelings are 
like a small child tugging at our sleeves. Pick them up and hold them 
tenderly." 

Chapter 3: The Keys to Communicating with Others 

• Acknowledging the Buddha nature, or inherent goodness, in ourselves and 
others can transform communication. "We can breathe, smile, and walk in 
such a way that this person in us has a chance to manifest."  

• Deep listening requires the intention to help the speaker suffer less, 
practicing patience and avoiding interruptions or judgments. "Deep 
listening has the power to help us create a moment of joy, a moment of 
happiness, and to help us handle a painful emotion." 
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• Understanding another person's suffering, even if their actions have caused 
us pain, can dissolve anger and replace it with compassion. "You have the 
insight that she is suffering and needs help, not punishment."  

Chapter 4: The Six Mantras of Loving Speech 

• Hanh introduces six mantras for nurturing loving and effective 
communication in relationships: 

1. "I am here for you." - Expresses presence and support. 
2. "I know you are there, and I am very happy." - Acknowledges and 

appreciates the other's presence. 
3. "I know you suffer; that's why I'm here for you." - Offers compassion and 

understanding. 
4. "I suffer, please help." - Expresses vulnerability and seeks support. 
5. "This is a happy moment." - Reminds us to appreciate moments of joy. 
6. "You are partly right." - Encourages humility and acknowledgement of both 

strengths and weaknesses in oneself and others. 

Chapter 5: When Difficulties Arise 

• The author recommends practicing mindfulness of anger to understand its 
roots and transform it rather than expressing it physically. "Yelling and 
punching your pillow can be just rehearsing and nourishing anger and 
making it stronger, not getting it out of your system." 

• The "cake in the refrigerator" analogy illustrates a non-confrontational way 
to de-escalate conflict by suggesting a pause and a shared activity.  

• Hugging meditation promotes connection and reconciliation through 
mindful physical contact. "During the silent hugging, the message will come 
out clearly: 'Darling, you are precious to me. I am sorry I have not been 
mindful and considerate. I have made mistakes. Allow me to begin anew.'" 

Chapter 6: Mindful Communication at Work 

• Adapting language and communication style to the receiver's understanding 
is crucial for effective communication. "You have to look deeply at the 
person to see how he or she perceives, and speak in a way that takes that 
into account, so others can understand what you say." 

• Sharing stories of altruism and selflessness within a community can cultivate 
a spirit of generosity and compassion in individuals. 
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Chapter 7: Creating Community in the World 

• Fear and suffering exist on both sides of a conflict. Recognizing this helps 
us to dissolve anger and cultivate compassion. 

• Patience and understanding are crucial when interacting with those who 
struggle to receive love and support. "Remain fresh, loving, compassionate, 
and spacious for them." 

Chapter 8: Our Communication Is Our Continuation 

• Karma, encompassing our thoughts, speech, and actions, shapes our present 
and future. "You are your action. You are what you do, not only what you 
do with your body, but also with your words and your mind." 

• Our communication has a lasting impact, rippling outward even after our 
physical death. "Our thoughts, speech, and actions are our real 
continuation." 

• Unskilful communication from the past can be transformed by cultivating 
mindful and compassionate speech and actions in the present. 

Chapter 9: Practices for Compassionate Communication 

• The "peace treaty" and "peace note" are tools for preventing and addressing 
conflict with mindfulness and understanding. 

• The practice of "beginning anew" encourages honest self-reflection and a 
commitment to positive change in oneself and relationships. 

 
Conclusion 
 
"The Art of Communicating" offers practical guidance and insightful 
reflections on transforming communication into a force for greater 
understanding, compassion, and peace in personal relationships and the 
world. 
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Glossary of Key Terms 
 
Mindfulness: Paying attention to the present moment without judgment. It 
involves being aware of our thoughts, feelings, and sensations as they arise.  
 
Deep Listening: Listening with compassion and the intention to help the 
speaker suffer less. It involves focusing fully on the speaker's perspective 
without interrupting or judging. 
 
Loving Speech: Speaking in a way that is kind, truthful, and beneficial to 
ourselves and others. It avoids harmful speech such as lying, gossiping, or 
speaking harshly. 
 
Right Speech: A Buddhist principle that emphasizes speaking truthfully, 
kindly, and at the appropriate time. It involves avoiding speech that causes 
harm or disharmony. 
 
Mantra: A word or phrase repeated silently or aloud to focus the mind and 
cultivate specific qualities. In this context, mantras are used to promote loving 
communication. 
 
Habit Energy: Inherited tendencies or patterns of thought, speech, and action 
passed down from our ancestors. These can be either positive or negative and 
influence our behaviour. 
 
Beginning Anew: A practice of reflecting on past mistakes and making a 
conscious effort to create a fresh start in our relationships. It involves taking 
responsibility for our actions and offering forgiveness. 
 
Hungry Ghost: A metaphor in Buddhism for someone who is unable to 
receive love or support due to their own fear or mistrust. They are likened to 
a ghost with a large appetite but a tiny throat, unable to nourish themselves.  
 
Altruism: Selfless concern for the well-being of others, often demonstrated 
through acts of generosity and compassion. 
 
Karma: The principle of cause and effect, where our actions, speech, and 
thoughts create consequences that shape our present and future experiences.  
 
 


