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Napoleon Hill’s - Think and Grow Rich | Wealth & Success 

 

Napoleon Hill’s "Think and Grow Rich" is a self -help book that outlines thirteen 
principles for achieving wealth and success. Hill argues that success begins with 
a burning desire and a definite purpose. He then lays out a plan for achieving 
these goals, stressing the importance of faith, auto-suggestion, and a Master Mind 
group, a group of like-minded individuals who can offer support and guidance. Hill 
supports these principles with the stories of prominent figures like Andrew 
Carnegie, Henry Ford, and Thomas Edison, who all achieved great success using 
these principles. Hill also explores the importance of specialized knowledge, 
imagination, and overcoming fear, including the six basic fears that hinder 
achievement. Finally, he emphasizes the importance of making definite decisions, 
persisting in the face of challenges, and surrounding oneself with a supportive 
network. 

 

Main Themes 
 
I. Foundations of Success 

• Desire: The Starting Point of All Achievement (pp. 37-65): This section 
emphasizes the vital role of burning desire in achieving any goal, particularly 
financial wealth, using anecdotes like the story of Barnes and Edison and 
Hill's personal experience with his son to illustrate its power. 

• Faith: Visualization and Belief in Attainment (pp. 66-79): This section 
delves into cultivating faith as a state of mind that bridges desire and reality. 
It explains how auto-suggestion and positive affirmations can program the 
subconscious mind to attract success. 

• Auto-Suggestion: The Medium for Influencing the Subconscious (pp. 80-
91): This section explores auto-suggestion as a powerful tool to reprogram 
the subconscious mind. It highlights the importance of clear, positive 
affirmations and their ability to shape thoughts and actions, ultimately 
influencing reality. 

• Specialized Knowledge: The Power of Focused Learning (pp. 92-107): This 
section stresses the importance of acquiring specialized knowledge relevant 
to one's goals. It encourages seeking knowledge with a clear purpose and 
continuously learning from successful individuals in the chosen field.  

• Imagination: The Workshop of the Mind (pp. 108-120): This section 
showcases the power of imagination as the creative faculty of the mind. It 
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describes how the imagination can be used to generate ideas, formulate 
plans, and turn desires into tangible realities. 

• Organized Planning: The Crystallization of Desire into Action  (pp. 139-
160): This section emphasizes the importance of structured planning in 
transforming desire into action. It underscores the need for sound plans 
and the ability to adapt and learn from failures, citing the example of 
Samuel Insull's fortune. 

• Decision: The Mastery of Procrastination (pp. 161-181): This section 
highlights the importance of decisiveness in overcoming procrastination. It 
equates decision-making to a mental muscle that needs exercise and stresses 
the power of prompt, clear decisions. 

• Persistence: The Sustained Effort Toward Riches (pp. 182-214): This 
section focuses on persistence as the key to overcoming obstacles and 
setbacks. It encourages developing the habit of persistence through repeated 
action, drawing parallels to historical figures like the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

II. The Power Within 

• Power of the Master Mind: The Driving Force of Collective Intelligence  
(pp. 234-243): This section emphasizes the synergistic power of 
collaboration and shared knowledge. It highlights the benefits of forming a 
"Master Mind" group, consisting of individuals with diverse expertise, to 
amplify one's own capabilities. 

• The Mystery of Sex Transmutation: Channelling Creative Energy (pp. 244-
272): This section explores the concept of redirecting sexual energy towards 
creative pursuits. It suggests that the powerful drive of sexual desire can be 
channelled to fuel ambition, persistence, and creative problem-solving in 
other areas of life. 

III. Mastering the Mind 

• The Subconscious Mind: The Connecting Link to Infinite Intelligence  
(pp. 273-282): This section delves into the subconscious mind as the bridge 
between the conscious mind and Infinite Intelligence. It explains how the 
subconscious mind can be programmed with desires and beliefs, allowing 
for the manifestation of goals. 

• The Brain: A Broadcasting and Receiving Station for Thought (pp. 283-
291): This section explores the brain as a transmitter and receiver of 
thought vibrations. It suggests that the brain can tune into the thoughts and 
ideas of others, highlighting the importance of choosing positive mental 
environments. 
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• The Sixth Sense: The Doorway to the Temple of Wisdom (pp. 292-305): 
This section discusses the sixth sense as the intuitive faculty that provides 
guidance and inspiration. It suggests developing the sixth sense through 
meditation, reflection, and trusting one's inner voice. 

• How to Outwit the Six Ghosts of Fear: Overcoming Mental Barriers  (pp. 
306-339): This section identifies and addresses the six major fears that 
hinder success: fear of poverty, criticism, ill health, loss of love, old age, and 
death. It offers strategies to conquer each fear, paving the way for mental 
freedom and achievement. 

IV. Self-Reflection and Action 

• Self-Analysis Questionnaire (pp. 340-343): This questionnaire provides a 
framework for self-assessment, prompting readers to identify their strengths, 
weaknesses, and areas for improvement. 

• This Standing Army: Assembling the Forces of Success (pp. 352-353): This 
section presents an analogy of a "standing army" comprised of 17 essential 
qualities for success, including persistence, self-confidence, imagination, 
and organized planning. It encourages mastering these qualities to achieve 
one's goals. 

• Thirty-One Major Reasons for Failure (pp. 344-351): This section lists 31 
common reasons why people fail, ranging from lack of a definite purpose to 
procrastination and negative thinking. It serves as a cautionary guide to help 
readers avoid pitfalls on the path to success. 

 

Key Ideas & Facts 
 
1. The Power of Desire: 

• Burning Desire is the starting point of all achievement. It must be a deeply 
felt, all-consuming desire that transcends everything else. 

• Definiteness of Purpose: A vague desire for riches won't work. One must 
fix in their mind the exact amount of money they desire and a definite date 
by which they intend to possess it. 

• Case Studies: The book features stories of individuals like Edwin C. Barnes 
and the author's son, who manifested their desires through unwavering 
faith and persistent action. 

• Quote: "The method by which desire for riches can be transmuted into its 
financial equivalent, consists of six definite, practical steps…"  
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2. Faith and Autosuggestion: 

• Faith is a state of mind that can be developed through autosuggestion, i.e., 
repeated affirmations to the subconscious mind. 

• Subconscious Power: The subconscious mind will accept and act upon 
thoughts that are persistently impressed upon it. 

• Quote: "Repetition of affirmation of orders to your subconscious mind is 
the only known method of voluntary development of the emotion of faith."  

3. Specialized Knowledge: 

• Not All Knowledge Is Equal: General knowledge is valuable but it's 
specialized knowledge related to one's definite purpose that leads to success.  

• Continuous Learning: Successful people never stop acquiring specialized 
knowledge relevant to their goals. 

• Quote: "If you contemplate taking additional schooling, first determine the 
purpose for which you want the knowledge you are seeking…"  

4. Imagination and Planning: 

• Thought into Reality: All creation begins in the mind. Imagination allows 
us to form thought impulses into concrete plans. 

• Sound Plans: Success requires practical and workable plans. Failure of a 
plan indicates a need for revised plans, not for giving up. 

• Quote: "Your achievement can be no greater than your PLANS are sound." 

5. Persistence and the Six Ghosts of Fear: 

• Persistence is the key to overcoming obstacles and turning desire into 
reality. It is developed through habit and repetition. 

• Six Basic Fears: Fear of poverty, criticism, ill health, loss of love, old age, 
and death are the major obstacles to success. 

• Quote: "A QUITTER NEVER WINS--AND--A WINNER NEVER QUITS." 

6. The Master Mind Principle: 

• Power of Synergy: A Master Mind is a group of like-minded individuals 
who come together to support and amplify each other's ideas and goals.  

• Harnessing Collective Intelligence: This alliance allows for the sharing of 
knowledge, resources, and inspiration. 

• Quote: "Power may be defined as 'organized and intelligently directed 
knowledge.'" 
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7. Sex Transmutation: 

• Creative Energy: Sex energy is the most powerful of human desires and can 
be channelled into other creative pursuits. 

• From Physical to Mental: Transmutation involves redirecting this energy 
into enthusiasm, determination, and focused effort. 

• Quote: "The emotion of sex has back of it the possibility of three 
constructive potentialities..." 

8. The Subconscious Mind and the Sixth Sense: 

• The Subconscious Mind is a powerful force that can be influenced by 
thoughts and emotions. It is the seat of intuition and creativity.  

• The Sixth Sense is the faculty through which we access the wisdom of the 
subconscious mind, often referred to as intuition or a "gut feeling."  

• Quote: "That which is known as one’s 'conscience' operates entirely through 
the faculty of the sixth sense." 

9. Self-Analysis and Action: 

• Honest Evaluation: Regular self-analysis helps identify strengths, 
weaknesses, and areas for improvement. 

• Taking Action: It's not enough to just understand the principles; one must 
actively apply them in their life. 

• Quote: "This Standing Army" (Chapter 18) features a self-analysis 
questionnaire to encourage honest self-reflection. 

10. The Importance of Definite Chief Aim: 

• Clarity of Purpose: Having a single, clearly defined goal is crucial for 
success. It provides direction and focus for all efforts. 

• Visualizing the Goal: One must vividly imagine themselves already in 
possession of their desired outcome. 

• Quote: "The most intelligent man living cannot succeed in accumulating 
money--nor in any other undertaking--without plans which are practical and 
workable." 
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Conclusion  
 
Riches and success are attainable by anyone who understands and applies the 
principles outlined in the book. It encourages readers to develop a burning desire, 
cultivate faith, harness the power of the subconscious mind, and persist in the face 
of obstacles. 
 
 
Glossary of Key Terms 
 

Autosuggestion: A psychological technique where individuals repeatedly suggest 
positive thoughts and beliefs to themselves, aiming to influence their 
subconscious mind and bring about desired changes in their behaviour and 
mindset. 
 
Burning Desire: An intense and persistent longing or craving for something, so 
powerful that it fuels action and motivates individuals to overcome obstacles to 
achieve their goals. 
 
Definite Major Purpose: A clear and specific objective or goal that an 
individual sets for themselves, providing direction and focus to their efforts.  
Faith: A strong belief or trust in something, even without logical proof or 
evidence, often based on personal conviction or spiritual experience.  
Ghosts of Fear: Psychological barriers rooted in fear, such as fear of criticism, 
poverty, ill health, or loss of love, that hinder individuals from taking risks and 
pursuing their goals. 
 
Imagination: The ability to form mental images, concepts, and ideas, often 
used creatively to generate new possibilities and solutions. 
 
Master Mind: A group of like-minded individuals who collaborate and share 
their knowledge, skills, and resources to achieve a common goal, leveraging the 
collective intelligence and power of the group. 
 
Persistence: The unwavering determination to continue striving towards a goal, 
even in the face of setbacks, challenges, and adversity. 
 
Sex Transmutation: The channelling or redirection of sexual energy into other 
creative and productive pursuits, such as work, art, or personal development.  
 
Subconscious Mind: A part of the mind that operates below the level of 
conscious awareness, influencing thoughts, feelings, and behaviours, and 
capable of being programmed through repeated suggestions and beliefs.  


