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Napoleon Hill's - Law of Success | Success Principles 
 
Napoleon Hill's "Law of Success" presents a philosophy for achieving success in all 
aspects of life. Hill asserts that success is not a matter of luck but rather a result of 
understanding and applying specific laws, which he outlines in his sixteen lessons. 
He emphasizes the importance of developing a Definite Chief Aim, building Self-
Confidence, mastering the Law of the Master Mind, and cultivating positive habits 
like saving money and eliminating procrastination.  
Hill also explores the role of Imagination in achieving success, arguing that it is 
essential for visualizing goals and creating innovative solutions. The text emphasizes 
the importance of accurate thinking, concentration, cooperation, and tolerance as 
crucial elements in achieving success. Hill's work offers a framework for personal 
growth and achievement, suggesting that success is attainable through conscious 
effort, self-discipline, and the application of his principles presented and explained 
in 16 lessons. 
 
Crucial themes 
The psychology of success: Analysing how thoughts, beliefs, and emotions 
influence achievement. 
The power of imagination: Emphasizing the importance of visualizing success and 
utilizing creative thinking. 
The importance of pleasing personality: Discussing the impact of positive 
characteristics and effective communication on attracting success.  
The principles of salesmanship: Exploring techniques for persuading and 
influencing others. 
The value of persistence and determination: Highlighting the need for unwavering 
focus and resilience in overcoming obstacles. 
 
Lesson One: The Master Mind 

• The Power of Belief: This section emphasizes the significance of belief in 
oneself and its crucial role in achieving success. 

• Nature’s Building Block: Here, Hill delves into the structure of matter, 
exploring atoms, electrons, and molecules, emphasizing that the entire 
universe operates on a single principle. 

• Nature’s Bible: This section introduces the concept of "Nature's Bible," the 
physical world and its laws from which humanity derives valuable 
knowledge, exemplified by the radio principle and the power of ether.  

• Mind Chemistry and Economic Power: This part explains how the 
principle of "mind chemistry," the harmonious blending of multiple minds, 
can generate immense power, enabling seemingly superhuman feats in the 
economic and commercial realms. 
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• Master Mind Dynamics: This section explores the dynamics of a Master 
Mind, highlighting the need for perfect harmony and shared purpose. It 
cautions against divergent interests, which can lead to the disintegration of 
the Master Mind. 

• Case Studies in Mind Chemistry: Hill presents examples of prominent 
individuals like Henry Ford and Thomas Edison, who achieved great power 
and fortune through the application of mind chemistry and their keen 
understanding of "Nature's Bible." 

• Self-Assessment: Hill provides a comprehensive list of introspective 
questions designed to help readers assess their strengths, weaknesses, habits, 
and influences, prompting self-awareness and encouraging personal growth. 

• Harnessing the Subconscious Mind: This section delves into the power of 
the subconscious mind, likening it to a magnet that attracts resources 
needed to fulfil a definite purpose. It uses the analogy of the acorn and 
wheat to illustrate the law of attraction in action. 

• The Power of Persistence: Hill emphasizes the critical role of persistence in 
achieving success, highlighting how repeated efforts and unwavering belief 
are essential to overcome setbacks and achieve goals. 

Lesson Two: A Definite Chief Aim 
• Organized Knowledge for Success: This section introduces Hill's 

philosophy of success, which is based on principles and laws used by 
successful individuals throughout history. 

• Cultivating a Receptive Mind: Hill encourages readers to adopt practices 
that enhance their ability to absorb and retain knowledge, including note-
taking, thoughtful reflection, and open-mindedness. 

• Understanding Human Nature: Hill provides a framework for studying 
and understanding people, emphasizing the importance of observing their 
behaviour in various situations and emotional states. 

• The Value of Hill's Philosophy: Hill highlights the practical value of his 
teachings by sharing positive feedback from prominent bankers and 
business people, who recognize the transformative potential of his "Law of 
Success" course. 

• Psychological and Economic Benefits of a Definite Purpose:  This section 
explores the dual benefits of having a definite purpose, both psychologically 
in terms of self-confidence and direction, and economically in terms of 
focused efforts and resource allocation. 

• The Mind-Body Connection: Hill explains the physiological process of 
thought manifestation, illustrating how thoughts, when unobstructed, are 
translated into actions through motor nerves and muscular responses.  

• Developing a Definite Purpose: Hill provides guidance on establishing a 
definite purpose, urging readers to identify their life’s work and commit to 
its realization. 
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• Building a Master Mind Alliance: This section offers instructions on 
forming a supportive alliance of individuals committed to helping the 
reader achieve their definite purpose. 

• The Importance of Belief and Persistence: Hill reiterates the crucial role of 
belief and persistent effort in achieving a definite purpose, emphasizing that 
success requires unwavering faith and relentless action. 

Lesson Three: Self-Confidence 
• The Importance of a Supportive Partner: This section highlights the 

crucial role of a supportive partner in boosting self-confidence and 
encouraging personal growth, using personal anecdotes to illustrate the 
transformative power of such a relationship. 

• The Role of Autosuggestion: Hill introduces the principle of 
autosuggestion as a tool for developing self-confidence and transitioning 
into a positive, dynamic, and self-reliant individual. 

• Understanding the Power of Habit: This section delves into the law of 
habit, comparing it to the groove in a record and explaining how repetition 
of thought and action shapes personality. 

• Breaking Undesirable Habits: Hill provides guidance on discontinuing 
undesirable habits by replacing them with more desirable ones, emphasizing 
that simply eliminating a habit leaves a void that can be reclaimed by the 
old pattern. 

Lesson Four: The Habit of Saving 
• Financial Independence Through Saving: Hill establishes the connection 

between saving and financial independence, stressing the importance of 
saving even small amounts regularly. 

• Managing Debt Wisely: Hill differentiates between two types of debt: one 
incurred for unnecessary luxuries and the other for investments that can 
generate future returns. He advises against the former and advocates for 
responsible use of the latter. 

• Conquering the Fear of Poverty: Hill offers practical steps for overcoming 
the fear of poverty, urging individuals to break the habit of buying on credit 
and to gradually repay existing debts. 

• Cultivating the Saving Habit: Hill reiterates that saving is primarily a 
matter of habit, encouraging readers to adopt a systematic approach to 
saving a definite proportion of their income. 

• The Power of the Savings Habit in Business: Hill uses real-life examples, 
including his own experience securing credit, to demonstrate how the 
savings habit can open doors to business opportunities and gain the trust of 
lenders. 

Lesson Five: Initiative and Leadership 
• The Importance of Imagination: This section introduces imagination as a 

driving force behind initiative and leadership, emphasizing its role in 
envisioning possibilities and taking action. 
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• The Power of Decision: Hill defines a leader as someone who makes quick 
decisions and takes immediate action, highlighting the importance of 
decisiveness in leadership. 

• The Role of Enthusiasm: Hill positions enthusiasm as a key ingredient in 
leadership, explaining that it fuels action and inspires others to follow.  

Lesson Six: Imagination 
• The Power of Visualization: Hill emphasizes the power of visualizing 

oneself as they wish to be, arguing that imagination is a valuable tool for 
shaping reality and achieving goals. 

• Imagination in Action: Hill offers examples of individuals who used their 
imagination to overcome challenges and achieve success, such as the man 
who transformed unusable land into profitable building lots.  

• Applying Imagination in Fundraising: Hill shares Andrew Carnegie's 
approach to fundraising, illustrating how he strategically used his 
imagination to present compelling reasons that motivated people to 
contribute to his causes. 

• The Art of Persuasion: Hill delves into the psychology of persuasion, 
emphasizing the importance of understanding the reader's perspective and 
tailoring communication accordingly. He exemplifies this through a letter 
he wrote to secure endorsements for his book. 

Lesson Seven: Enthusiasm 
• The Contagious Nature of Enthusiasm: Hill describes enthusiasm as a 

powerful force that spreads easily and influences others, making it a 
valuable asset for salespeople and leaders. 

• The Power of Enthusiasm in Sales: Hill uses personal anecdotes to 
illustrate how enthusiasm can overcome initial resistance and lead to 
successful sales interactions. 

• Cultivating Genuine Enthusiasm: Hill emphasizes the importance of 
genuine enthusiasm rooted in belief and passion, arguing that insincere 
enthusiasm is easily detected and ineffective. 

Lesson Eight: Self-Control 
• The Importance of Character: Hill emphasizes the paramount importance 

of character over reputation, arguing that true influence and power stem 
from genuine character. 

• Mastering Negative Impulses: Hill identifies and discusses several negative 
personality traits – including suspicion, jealousy, revenge, greed, vanity, and 
egotism – explaining how they can hinder success and urging readers to 
conquer these "imaginary horsemen" within their minds. 

• Cultivating Self-Control: Hill argues that self-control is essential for success, 
particularly in sales and leadership roles, where the ability to manage 
emotions and resist negative influences is crucial. 
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Lesson Nine: The Habit of Doing More Than Paid For 
• The Power of Service: This section emphasizes the principle of rendering 

more service than is expected, arguing that it attracts abundance and creates 
lasting success. 

• The Law of Cosmic Habit-force: Hill introduces the law of Cosmic Habit-
force, explaining that it automatically shapes our realities based on our 
repeated thoughts and actions. 

• Cultivating the Habit of Service: Hill encourages readers to actively 
cultivate the habit of doing more than paid for, arguing that it not only 
benefits others but also leads to personal growth and increased 
opportunities. 

Lesson Ten: Pleasing Personality 
• Defining a Pleasing Personality: Hill defines a pleasing personality as one 

that attracts others, setting the stage for exploring the characteristics and 
behaviours that contribute to such a personality. 

• Analysing the Power of Persuasion: Hill uses the example of Mark 
Antony's famous speech from Shakespeare's Julius Caesar to dissect the art 
of persuasion, highlighting techniques like appealing to emotions, building 
rapport, and strategically using pauses and repetition. 

• The Role of Thought in Personality: Hill emphasizes that thoughts are 
creative and influence our overall personality, arguing that positive thoughts 
attract favourable circumstances and vice versa. 

Lesson Eleven: Accurate Thinking 
• The Importance of Concentration: Hill stresses the significance of 

concentrating on one's desires and visualizing their realization as a key to 
achieving them. 

• Testing the Power of Concentration: Hill provides a practical exercise 
involving writing down one's definite purpose and concentrating on it twice 
daily, encouraging readers to actively engage with their aspirations.  

• The Role of Autosuggestion: Hill reiterates the importance of 
autosuggestion, encouraging readers to feed their subconscious minds with 
positive affirmations and visualize themselves achieving their goals.  

Lesson Twelve: Concentration 
• The Power of Focused Attention: Hill highlights the importance of 

concentrating the mind on a definite purpose and using visualization to 
strengthen belief and attract resources. 

• The Role of Definiteness of Purpose: Hill emphasizes that concentrated 
effort directed towards a definite purpose yields remarkable results, 
referencing historical figures like Andrew Jackson, Abraham Lincoln, and 
Theodore Roosevelt as examples. 
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Lesson Sixteen: Tolerance 
• The Power of Forgiveness: Hill uses a personal anecdote about facing an 

opportunity for revenge to illustrate the transformative power of forgiveness 
and mercy. 

• The Law of Compensation: Hill emphasizes the universal law of 
compensation, suggesting that individuals ultimately face consequences for 
their actions, whether positive or negative. 

• The Benefits of a Cooperative Mindset: Hill presents a fictional scenario 
where a leader encourages cooperation and shared profits to motivate 
workers, highlighting the advantages of a win-win approach. 

• The Importance of Positive Thinking: Hill concludes by emphasizing the 
importance of maintaining a positive outlook and believing in oneself and 
in others, suggesting that this mindset paves the way for success and 
fulfilment. 

 
Conclusions 
Law of Success serves as a foundational guide to understanding and implementing 
the principles necessary for achieving success. It emphasizes the importance of 
developing a strong mindset, identifying a clear goal, cultivating self -confidence, 
and forming positive habits. By understanding and applying these principles, 
individuals can effectively navigate the challenges of life and pave the way for a 
fulfilling and prosperous future. 
 
Glossary of Key Terms 
Atom:  
The fundamental building block of all matter, composed of electrons. 
Autosuggestion:  
The process of repeatedly impressing desired thoughts or beliefs upon the 
subconscious mind. 
Cosmic Habit Force:  
The universal law governing the formation and impact of habits through repetition.  
Definite Chief Aim:  
A clear and specific goal that provides direction and motivates action toward 
success. 
Ego:  
The sum total of an individual's thought habits, shaping their personality and 
interactions with others. 
Electron:  
The smallest particle of physical matter, described by Hill as a combination of two 
forms of force. 
Master Mind:  
A harmonious alliance of two or more minds working together towards a common 
goal, amplifying individual power. 
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Nature's Bible:  
A metaphor for the physical world and its laws, serving as a vast repository of 
knowledge accessible through observation and study. 
Organized Knowledge:  
The accumulated information and understanding about the world, preserved and 
accessible through various sources like Nature's Bible. 
Pleasing Personality:  
The sum of an individual's characteristics and appearances that attract others, 
fostering positive interactions. 
Self-Confidence:  
Belief in oneself and one's abilities, crucial for overcoming challenges and achieving 
goals. 
 


